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gathered his sheaf of wild flowers he found many red
poppies amongst the cornflowers." Increased Socialist
influence could not, however, alter the Co-operative
doctrine in one important respect, which Gide main-
tained must always separate the two movements. "The
class war cannot be included in the Co-operative pro-
gramme for the obvious reason that the consumer does
not represent any class." Thus Gide always checked his
political sympathies by his economic doctrine, and in a
critical period was foremost in preserving for the Alliance
the independent position recognised by the Copenhagen
Socialist Congress in 1910. From this year, writing with
unabated confidence immediately after the War, Gide
dates his third period of the Alliance, "the real Inter-
national Period," courageously advocating resumption
of relations with all its old members. "If this war has been
the deluge, may the Co-operative movement be the ark,"
he wrote, a saying which has lost none of its significance
in the present chaos. He remained a member of the
Central Committee until the end of his days, and the
high honour in which his memory and his doctrine are
held in the international membership of the Alliance is
a strong promise of wisdom in its future leadership.
Gide, however, even in his last days, was not one to
remain satisfied with things as they are; he could not
accept the inevitability of Co-operative progress even in
face of a reunited and increasingly prosperous movement.
His confidence in the future of the Alliance never faltered,,
but he noted the increasing number of persons not in any
way officially connected with the movement who in their
professional capacity, or as writers, are concerned with
the study and teaching of Co-operation, Universities had
opened their doors to the subject; books on it were
appearing in all languages; but there was no common
meeting-ground for these professors, lecturers and
authors, nor any international centre for the exchange
and study of data and ideas, for a really academic develop-
ment of the subject. To provide this was his purpose in
founding, in 1931, the International Institute for the